Green bags case study 


Green bags are made from non- 
woven polypropylene (NWPP) to 
produce a strong, durable, reusable 
alternative to shopping bags. 
Standard green bags are designed 
with a reinforced stabilising base 
and wide, strong handles for optimal 
support and durability. While 
they are most commonly known 
as supermarket grocery bags, used 
in large supermarket chains such 
as Coles and Woolworths, green 
bags are also produced in several 
other styles such as wine bags and 
promotional tote bags. 

Non-woven polypropylene is a 
plastic product with the appearance 
and properties of fabric. It is very 
strong and durable with a lifespan 
of approximately two years. In 
addition, non-woven polypropylene 
is 100% recyclable, washable, cost- 
effective and safe for humans and the 
environment. 


Consumer demand has created 


a huge market for reusable green 
bags, as the full impact of the use 
of plastic shopping bags became 


apparent. Governments are also 
recognising this need, and are 
steadily introducing _ legislation 


across Australia and worldwide to 
ban single-use plastic bags. Green 
bags hold at least twice as much as 
singlet bags and are fully recyclable, 


helping to reduce the impact of 
these non-degradable terrors on our 
landfill and waterways. The added 
benefit is that these bags are not 
only useful for groceries or wine, 
but their size and durability makes 
them versatile enough to be used for 
myriad purposes. 
Bill Colohessy. 
Green Bag Co., www.greenbag. info 
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Read the case study, then visit the following website to help you answer the questions below and complete the table. 


www.greenbag.info 


What is the name of the raw material used in 
creating the green bag? 


List the aesthetic features of the green bag. 


List 10 functional features of the green bag. 


PRODUCT 
FEATURES 


How does the green bag address contemporary 
environmental concerns? 


PRODUCT 


USE How many countries currently use the green bag? 
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Green bag deconstruction 


1. Purchase a green bag. 


2. Take the measurements of the green bag. 3. Measure the stitch length and note where 
Sketch and label the front and side views. stitching is reinforced. Draw or photograph 
these features. 


4. Unstitch the binding using a quick unpick. 
Measure the dimensions of the binding after 5. Continue the deconstruction by removing 
removal. the handles of the green bag. Measure the 
dimensions of the handles after removal. 


6. Deconstruct the main bag. How many pieces 
altogether are used to create the green 
bag? 


. Draw the final pattern shapes of the 
deconstructed green bag. Record the 
dimensions of each piece. Don’t forget to 
use a scale. 
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Green bag: further tasks 


Cut a sample of the fabric and attach it to a page in your creative journal. 


Green bag Green bag thread 


. 
| fabric 
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Answer the following questions and complete the tasks. 
e Which qualities of the green bag make it suitable for the intended end-use? 
e What method is used to construct this fabric? 


e Based on the knowledge you have gained from undertaking the deconstruction, create an order of construction for the 
production of a green bag. 


e List the features on the care label. 


Go Greer 
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Care label Green bag logos 


E 


e Research and record a suitable method for printing a logo on a green bag. 

e |magine you have been asked to launch a promotional event to market an innovative, environmentally-friendly, organic 
hemp line of apparel. As part of the promotional event you need to design and create a promotional tote bag that advertises 
the apparel line. The bag will be made from a non-woven fabric. Sketch, label and render your design. 


= 

2006 HSC Major Textile Project — Loraine Bou 
This project is an example from the textile art 

| focus area. The dress is made from 10 teal 

| and 29 pink Supre non-woven bags. The 

| garment also includes a detachable hairpiece, 

| a bodice overlay made from bag straps and 

a bow motif made from teal bags stuffed with 
other bags to create the bow shape. 


= 
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